



The Nova Scotia Phone Company had sole rights to 
operating telephone lines in Nova Scotia after buying 
territorial rights from Bell – 1888.

Turn of the 20th Century




The Nova Scotia Phone Company operated lines 
within the populated areas. Phone lines were not 
feasible in rural areas because not enough residents 
were willing to pay app. $15 per year.  

Early 20th Century




In the 1890’s a deal was struck that rural communities 
could create their own phone companies. The private 
companies were responsible for setting up the lines 
within their communities, but could hook into the NS 
Phone Company for long distance calls. 

Onset of Private 
Companies




Phone Company was created in Hammonds Plains in 
1902. Consisted of 3 Phones. Company had two lines 
connecting to the NS Telephone Company system at 

Mill Cove.

Phones probably looked liked this. 

Hammonds Plains 
Phone Company 

Formed- 1902




Three Year Contract - The companies agree to receive, 
transmit and deliver the messages of the subscribers 

of their respective companies. The charge to and from 
Halifax being ten cents and beyond Halifax the tariff 
of the Nova Scotia Telephone Company in addition 

thereto. 

Hammonds Plains 
Phone Company 1902 

Contract




Neither parties are to compete with each other within 
the territory now occupied by them respectively nor 

shall they make connections with any telephone 
company or corporation operating in competition 
with the Nova Scotia Telephone Company or the 

Hammonds Plains Company. The Nova Scotia 
Company to have the first option of purchase of the 
Hammonds Plains Company. The Hammonds Plains 
Company shall not purchase or use any instruments 

or apparatus but the standard 'Bell' these to be 
purchased from the Nova Scotia Company.

Hammonds Plains 
Phone Company 1902 

Contract





Hammonds Plains 
Phone Company 1902

By-Laws



A. H. Haverstock – Managing Director

H. B. Bezanson – Secretary

Termaine Thomson – Treasurer

Lindsay Moren

A. M. Morton




The rates for long-distance messages shall be 40 cents per 100 miles, with a 

minimum charge of 25 cents for five minutes conversation, and shall be 
arranged in 5-cent increases as per the following table:—

Up to  50 miles  ..........  25 cents     [ up to  80 km]
51 to  66 miles  ..........  30 cents     [ 81 to 106 km]
67 to  83 miles  ..........  35 cents     [107 to 134 km]
84 to 100 miles  ..........  40 cents     [135 to 161 km]

101 to 112 miles  ..........  45 cents     [162 to 180 km]
113 to 125 miles  ..........  50 cents     [181 to 201 km]
126 to 138 miles  ..........  55 cents     [202 to 222 km]
139 to 150 miles  ..........  60 cents     [223 to 241 km]
151 to 162 miles  ..........  65 cents     [242 to 261 km]
163 to 175 miles  ..........  70 cents     [262 to 282 km]
176 to 188 miles  ..........  75 cents     [283 to 302 km]
189 to 200 miles  ..........  80 cents     [303 to 322 km]

Long Distance Phone 
Rates in 1903




With Approximate Number of Telephones Operated by Each

The Nova Scotia Telephone Company Ltd.  ----------------3,511
Eastern Telephone Company Ltd.  --------------------------- 923
Valley Telephone Company Ltd.  ---------------------------- 700

Queen's County Telephone Company Ltd.  ----------------- 180
Central Telephone Company Ltd.  --------------------------- 25

Yarmouth Amalgamated Telephone Company Ltd.  ------ 235
Westport and Digby Telephone Company Ltd.  ------------ 15
Barrington Telephone Company  ----------------------------- 20
Yarmouth Telephone Company  ------------------------------ 12
Maitland Telephone Company  ------------------------------- 15
Cheverie Telephone Company Ltd.  -------------------------- 15
Maitland and Noel Telephone Company  -------------------- 10
New Ross Telephone Company Ltd.  ------------------------- 3
Bass River Telephone Company  ------------------------------ 5

Elmsdale, Gore and Rawdon Telephone Company  -------- 10
Economy and Five Islands Telephone Company  ----------- 8
Parrsboro Shore Telephone Company  ------------------------ 120
Conns Mills Telephone Company  ----------------------------- 12
Wallace Bay Telephone Company  ---------------------------- 18
Fox Harbour Telephone Company  ---------------------------- 15
Wentworth Telephone Company  ------------------------------ 10
Hammonds Plains Telephone Company ------------------- 3

Antigonish and Sherbrooke Telephone Company Ltd.  ---- 60
Cumberland Telephone Company  ----------------------------- 50
Blandford Telephone Company  ------------------------------- 6

-------
6,181

 =====

LIST OF TELEPHONE 
COMPANIES IN NOVA 

SCOTIA (1905)




Bought out Nova Scotia Phone Company in 1911.

Maritime Tel & Tel 
Company




Had Total gross operating revenue for 1912 reported 
as $96.05.

Hammonds Plains 
Phone Company - 1912







1920’s – Office in 
Bedford



• Samuel Eisenhauer – 9-5

• Sydney Eisenhauer – 9-13

• Hedley Giles – 9-24

• A E Haverstock 9-3

• Garvie Haverstock 9-12

• Mrs. Henry Haverstock 9-22

• James MacEachren 9-21

• Charlie Moran – Pockwock – 9-11

• Harry Romans – 9-14

• William Romans 9-4

• Rev T. E. Stiles 9-2

• Bernard Thompson  9-23





Wall Phones

First Phones in 
Hammonds Plains




Probably came into the community during the late 

1920’s or early 1930’s.

Rotary Phones





Hammonds Plains Phone Company 
had it’s own Secretary and Accounts 
Person. The Accounts person would 
send out bills to the phone owners. 

Secretary / Treasurer



Anyone wanting to make a phone call within the 
community could do so by dialing number. If person 

wanted to contact someone outside the community 
they had to dial  operator (Halifax) for long distance 

charges. The operator used a special switchboard 
with retractable plugs to connect the two telephones, 

and when the conversation was completed, the 
operator pulled the plug connection.

First Dial Connection in Nova Scotia was 1921. Not 
sure of when the dial connection came to 

Hammonds Plains. 





Operator




Phones increased in the company during the 1930’s. 
Most of the phones were owned by business owners 
and some of the wealthier home owners. 

Phones become 
Mainstream





Party Lines Become the 
Norm





1945 – 22 Phones in 
existence in HP




Maritime Tel & Tel buys out Hammonds Plains 

Phone Company

1947



Introduction of 7 digit number –
1961

Elimination of Party lines

M T & T takes over all 
remaining Phone Exchanges –

1966




