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MloKmaq were In the
Hammonds Plains area for
‘centuries before European
contact. E
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They travelled from W|nter
encampment in area around Big
Indian and PockwoockLakes to

summer encampments on Bedford
- Basin. Might have been in Birch Cov

area.
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Travelled by river, most Ilkely
4 Sackville River, but certainly roamec
. the area around Hammonds Plains.

Dy 4 Vi I-&FHEDNYMA (B W N\\ "\ \ewtn, ,



§ — —— - -

o 2

. " e 2 e
E‘éﬁ :

= 1605 & France creates

......

A, ————

- ™ v-

s .
- -

first permanent
settlement at Port Royal
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- raged between France &

Durlng muhch the 17th
& 18th centuries a battle

Britain, for North
Amerlcan possession.
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1n 1710 durlng the War/ot-
the S_panlsh Succession, the

renaming it Annapolis Royai.
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- Underterms of Treaty of Utrecht in |
1713, English were able to lay claim

. to mainland Nova Scotia, while §
Francecontrolled Cape Breton Islandj
- Most of the French Inhabitants were
allowed to stay in mainland NS.
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“In 1713 the French start t the
construction of Louisbourg
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“In’ 1744 France and Englan 0

at war again. In1745, the
English under General
Pepperell from the New

- England Colonies captures

| French Fortress oLomsbourg ,
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'In 1746, the French Expedltlon;
- underDucd Anvillewere sent
to recapture Port Royal. It was
a total failure as it was beset |
by bad weather and dlsease |
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. Basin, with many of the crew dying.”
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There they connected with locaMio "

Kmaqg, who contacted their diseases’|

|

and reduced theMioKmaq numbers -
In the area. ~
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European Influence

In 1748, und_ert e
treaty of Ada-
Chapelle,Louisbour
was given back to the
French in exchangdor

territory in India.
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Influence of Hal

In 1749, The English
founded Halifax as
their military
., stronghold to combat
the Frenchat

Louisbourg
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Influence of Halifax

TheEnglish set about
recruiting settlers who
would be loyal tothe British
crown and laying out

settlemenl'gs for them to
ve.
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Many of the new settlers
remained in Halifax until
1753, when it was safe to
build settlements free from
fear of MiOKmagq attack.




Influence of Halif

Oneof the first
| settlements was In
Lunenburg.
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influence of Halifax

1755 8 Expulsion of the Acal

TheEnglish expel the Acadian
Fo_pul_at on becau:
- their allegiance to the British crown.
- This ushered in an era ohttacks by
. the MiOKmaq, who were generally
allied with the French.
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TheBritish saw a need for a
road to be created from

~  purpose of transporting
s In time of combat.




I ~ Influence of Halifax

JosephPernettein 1757 made a
proposal to build this road and was
given the contract to cut a 10 foot wide
road from Lunenburg to Halifax (head
of Bedford Basin to Muska-Mush o
Mahone Bay), avoidingwetlands.



Influence of Halif ~

Thereils some debate whether

this road was evercompleted,
ut there Is evidence that a
such a trail was cut out.
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It wasthoughtthatP er n et
Road went from the head of
the Bay, north of Stillwater
Lake, up overWallis Hill and

then to Fort Sackville.




In 1763, the Treaty of Paris
gave all of Nova Scotia to the
nglish. This brought peace to
the lands in Nova Scotia,
especially in terms ofMioOKmaq

attacks.
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In 1767, Chief Land Surveyor
Charles Morris was ordered to
create a road from Chester to

Halifax.




I Influence of H aI |fax
It was thought he cut out a road that came
from the head of the Bay at French Village t
t he Lower End of Wr
Hill, through theVeith Tract, by Tomahawk
- Lake and then on to Springfield Lake, joining

’ the Windsor Road there.




TheVelthtract was the first land grant given
out in the Hammonds Plains area in 1784.
: Evidence suggest that at least several
- homes were built on this tract along the old
. Morris Road. Road was created in 1784 0




Influence of Halifax

-

Question Why two roads?

It Is believed roads served twalifferent
- purposes.Pernette Road was for militar
- transportation purposes while Morris ro
was for settlement.
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I Influence of Hallfax

Thesettlers at Annapolis Royal heard about
the Morris Road and they commissioned a
local surveyor (Elias Wheelock) to create a
route from Annapolis Royal to connect with
the Morris Road. The settlers actually starte:
~aroad from the Annapolis end but did not
get it completed.




| Influence of Halifax

From 1776 to 1783, the War of
Independence waged on in the southwith
the end of the war, thousands of loyalists
flooded to Nova Scotia, to remain loyal to the
- British Crown. This produced the enormous
need for land grants to house all the
loyalists.
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However, orlglnalsettlers became
alarmed and resentful of all the land
being given to newcomers, when they

had been here for decades and had
developed their lands suffering great
hardships.
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48 is born
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A number of Hallfax réS|dents felt
that they should be granted land, the
same as the Loyalists.
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prominent Halifax businessperson
who petitioned forone thousand
acres, along thenew Annapolis Road.
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His petition was e\/ntually expandec
to consist of 43 lots, consisting of
8230 acres with 42 land owners.
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All grantees had to pay a yearly fee
and fulfill the usual conditions of
clearing land, erecting buildings and
keeping cattle or face forfeit of land.
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A water lot was added on Bedford
Basin for a landing place of Fifty
Rods (about 4 acres) a couple of

months later.
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Thegrants were !iven the name
MHamondP | a1l ns 0, a f-t
Governor from 178182, Sir Andrew

Snape Hamond.
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All the orlgmal 42 Iand owners were
Halifax Businessmen. Many had
connections to the Dockyard, which
gave them an inside track on selling
lumber to the biggest customers.
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IS born
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The original owners saw thes@rants
as a way to make money. Logs were
floated down Nine Mill River to the
Basin and then to the dockyard.




IS born

Hammg@nds Pla

A rudimentary road was created from
the settlement at Nine Mile River In
Bedford to the Hammonds Plains

grants.




Many of the orlglnal grantees did not fulfill
the conditions of the grants and thus the
crown took the lands from them. Others

sold their granted land. By 1791, there
were just 15 settlers listed on the first Poll
Tax for the community.
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Duringt he very aaaawl

group of land ownersstarted buying
land and making homes inthe

western end of the original grants.
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Hamn%ds Plgl@ls born

A group of 56 settlers (ex loyalists
from New Englandnicknamed the
area Yankeetown and the name
stuck. Among those thought to be In
this area was Ebenezer Smith, Jacol
Haverstock, John Hays.
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Hamm j

Duringt h e 179003 an
the Chester Grougled by Amos
Melvin and Robert Thomson) buwyp
several of the original grants and
start to establish the village of
Hammonds Plains.
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Duringt he | ate 17908
a new Annapolis Royal tdHalifax
road.
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creating new settlements,as a
military route connecting the main
garrisons of mainland Nova Scotia,

and as aquicker route to get mail to
QuebecCity.
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The plan wasthat it go through
Hammonds Plains. Up until that time
only arudimentary road existed
through the H P grantso St.
Mar gar e The sew Badywas to

be 100 feet W|de through H P.
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The rationalefor this proposedroad to go
through Hammonds Plains was that
Hammonds Plains already had a road fron
Bedford andthe existingroad could be
easlily connecteddirectly to Annapolis Roya
by headi ng nort hwes
Bay turn.
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In 1816-17 a road was surveyed
and cut out from the Chester to
Bedford Basin that went from

! Hammonds Plains.
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Many challenges presented itself with
the surveying, including weather, |l
equipped workers and lack of
government money.
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ThesAnnap
A road was cut out during this time
but disagreements over money

caused It not to proceed the way It
was first intended.
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In 1816, L‘br_cdi Dalﬁousie became the
Governor of Nova Scotla. He was a
big supporter of the new Annapolis

Road.He poured money into the road
project.
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World Events then affected the
project -In 1815, Napoleon was
finally defeated and peace came to
the British Empire.
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The peace Ieft Englandflooded with
war veterans and unemployment
became a big problem.
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Ablebodid?olks were urged to go to
the New World and establish a new

life. The discharged soldiers were
given land grants in Nova Scotia.
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One such grant was the Wellington

Grant, located along the proposed

Annapolis Royal Road, just north of
Wri ght os Lake (g

Issued If theysettled the land and

stayed for 7 years).
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= The Annapolls i

‘\
- LAA.A;‘

In 1816, the Provmcegranted the |
4 Chesapeake Blacks, darge piece of

- land north of the Hammonds Plains
grants, along the new road.
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The Annapolis R&%

TheoChesapeaketthama‘:k:
giventoor ef ugee sl awve
pl antati ons ar oun\!
who were enticed by the British duringﬁ
the War of 1812 (under Admiral
Cochrane) to escape the plantations Wlth
the promise of no more slavery under
the British flag.
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he Annapolis R&z
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- The British loadedthem on their
ships and took them to Halifax.
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,The Annapolis f
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Wlth the big Iinflux of new refugees

the Nova Scotia government had |
major challenges as to how to house

them all.
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After much debate |t was demded tc
house many of theBlack refugeesin =

three settlements near Halifax
(Preston,Beechville CobequidRoad).
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However,some of the Black settlers
themselves selected a fourth -'

settlement, which was located just

north of the Hammonds Plainsgrant.

Bl T

—

-




The Annapolis Ro&d 3§
TheBritish governmentpaid for
surveying, laying out of the road in the
community, moving their baggage, |
setting up a supply depot to provide food
& clothing, axes, a farming hoe, potatoes.
and seeds and providing each

community saws, grindstone and tools.
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The Annapolis R&d

The Upper Hammonds Plalnsgrants

| ended up tocreate a settlement of 500. |
The lands wereexpropriated from |

existing land owners,with most of the na

original land owners given other lands in
exchange.




The Annapolis R&
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The grants wereportloned out mto 10
_acrelots, but the lotswere not officially
- issueduntil the new settlers had fulfilled
. the normal conditions for acquiring a
grant (which was to become sustainable
on the lands).
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The Annapolls

Interestlng to note that the grant was no
_ classified as a encompassing grant.

~ Instead the lots wereto be given out on
at a time. Therefore no official name

was givento the original settlement.
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" The Annapolis
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The governmenthlred workers to

- construct homes before the new settler
arrived at their new lots.
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The British government promlsed IN
build a school and provide free
education for the new settlers.
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The Annapolls =05
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{‘: Most of the new settlers were not able to
.. meet the conditions of the grant, mostly
due to the fact they were unable to grow
sufficient crops.
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~ However, Governor Dalhousie by 1820}
- ended up givingthe original settlersa =
- |l i cence to occupy.
conduct was industrious and peaceful *=
and they were | oya
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The Annapolis

Foodrations were allotted to the new

settlers unti | t h
very common and it was venyifficult for
- the new settlers even to survivel 8 0 O
- racism was a way of life for the new
settlers adding to the challenges.
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The Annapolis 1. &

In addltlon ascarlet fever type dlsease
inflicted the community in 1826-27,
causing 40 deaths. Some 27 families
decided to go to Trinidad between 1827
and 1838. The 1838 census listed only*
196 African Canadiansettlers inthe H P
area.
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Thesettlers at Wellington were |l
equipment for the difficult weather

conditions (1816 was a very cold
year and crops were ruin because of

t).
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I\/Iany of the grantees of elllngton
left. By 1822, only 14 residents were
left to receive their grants.
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In 1818, a group of Irish settlers were
granted lands just west of Wellington.
They established a community tde
known as Kemptown.




During the 18006s .
Kemptown became known as oneod
Kemptown.
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Life was vérg} tough for the new

settlers the Kemptown area. It was
Isolated and theroad wasnot much
more than a horse trail.
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Many of the original Irish Settlers
moved away before 1830. However,
by the 1851 census, itstill listed 88

folks as living in Kemptown.
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Lord Dalhousie poured significant
money into the Annapolisroad. Road
upgrades were done from Bedford to

Kemptown, but little attention was

given to the section connecting
Kemptown to Chester.



Dur i ng the 18300-s,

depression hit, money dried up In
support of the road.
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ﬁa?g’l I&.Road
In 1840, the government decided to
open a new road that would be more

di rect to Hal 1l f ax
Bay (Forerunner of #3 Highway). This
ended the dream of
Roado.




Anna "gfl‘is%Road
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First mills in the area were created In
ear | y adChratam Schmidt
(1805-Nine Mile River), John English
Mill (1818-19), Shaffer, Lunn,
Leighteizerand Wright establish mill
on PockwockLake (1823).
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The fortry Industry soon led the
Hammonds Plains area to becoming
a sustainable area.
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Thel820-3 00s saw t he ¢
of a community (schools, organized
religion places, a blacksmithshop,

grist mill, inn).




joflls Plains and
7491820)




com

expressiy for 4

SOCOTIA
1820,




."r'
I —

1..\( ADIE.

L Lo Lo S*Robert deVan v
5| Aide 7

Bl Lo 2 Ry oo ond I. 4
v Bardbos

Lo

|

Kohllee
T ”olnu -’./n— Kown,




T

x ; ‘ 5 R, 2% e PART OF
‘fva‘\-n\ID." + ' A | J / { '
oy - RR A

crry

£ andront of s . . Whrmi : P - LI
LLOUISBOURG, \ ¢ 2 -3 R0 LT Quirpon 1,
X .

£« crar

C Imenbloton

S Anerres

sk
dirte Hofow
Qo
belle g

et s vt

The atrea s
Thands B

L A URR : s A. N D

g 1
hiaje . WAL
Ustiey FLihrsic - Tarkie et
e o

o~
PR—— T
Bk
% &

=
The Bafon % %
S o o 5o
A Ko e Dreomtons 7 v o s e !‘)
‘ . 5 ar ot

F¥ortune
vy

i
Tk WintorSbesiom o Piflsnls

bty

—

*
= |

o
(GLAND NOVA SCOTTA

NEW FRANCE. or CA:\AD,\ &
rorthe the Zelande 7
NEWFOUNDL? C
STJOHN's &2
Do foom the il Lablyid in i7ed. Js
at Paris.
21 onve XN Brrriv
Cngéieier to the Wlarine Ofice
WAres L Vel v //u\.f//n//r///
LPeidtrcakid to e BRTr EWERCR T
Lradeing 1OV ORTH o A UERICH;
/-:/ Lo lellerr

7. oy wome :
== e e




HAMMONDS PLAINS

The First

100 Yfoass

Dorothy Bezanson Evans
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1786, to John William Schwartz and 71 others. Traced from
the original at PANS by Dorothy Bezanson Evans, with
l Morris’ writing replaced by the author’s handlettering for ease
of reading. Note that the 1000A Reserved for the King's Woods
is near Bedford Basin.
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Morris’ writing replaced by the author’s handlettering for ease
of reading. Note that the 1000A Reserved for the King's Woods
is near Bedford Basin.
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