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The Pockwock Lake Story
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* [ argest Lake in Area
» Elongated in Shape - 18 KM long
* A historic Healthy Fish Supply

* Pristine guality of water

« Surrounded by virgin forests



Pockwock Lake

FPockwock

Little Pockwock Lake

Pockwock
Lake - Area

River flows from head of
lake into Little Pockwock
Lake

River flowing from Little
Pockwock Lake contains
Pockwock Falls
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Pockwock
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Proper Hiking Trail




Pockwock Lake — Sat for Centuries as a
Virgin Natural Paradise — Rich with Wildlife




The Mi’ Kmaq - First Human Contact

Not sure when first contact was made?
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The Mi’ Kmag - Winter Encampments

A small group of Mi' Kmaq used area around lake as
winter residence




The Mi’ Kmag - Winter Encampments
Travelled to Bedford Basin for summer season - via

waterways
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The Mi' Kmaq - Uses of Pockwock Lake

Reliable Source of Food-Water / Transportation / Forests around lake




The Mi' Kmag - The Moose

Used for meat, clothing and making tools



https://www.flickr.com/photos/blmiers2/6105317674
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Pockwock Lake — The name

Thought to have origi.nated from Mi’ Kmaq word Paakwaak - which means stop here, you
can not go any further
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Mi’kmagq

How Their Ancestors Lived
Five Hundred Years Ago




Pockwock Lake — The name

Context of N
TR Y Kmaqg had name

for the lake

- May have meant that
the area had all the
requirements for
winter encampment —
no need to go further




European Contact

- Probably in 1700’s but may have been in 1600’s
at Bedford Basin




European Contact

Disease hits Mi’' Kmaq nation - Leading to decline in
population in area




lce Hockey on Pockwock Lake?

I'he Game of Hockey

A Mi'kmaw Story




European Contact

Disease hits Mi’' Kmaq nation - Leading to decline in
population in area




English Claim Nova Scotia

1713 - Treaty of Utrecht (English claim military control over NS)
1749 - Halifax is founded
1760’s-80’s - Lands are granted to English subjects and immigrants




English Claim Nova Scotia

1713 - Treaty of Utrecht (English claim military control over NS)

1749 - Halifax is founded

1760’s - 80’s — Lands in Pockwock area are granted to English subjects
and immigrants




Mi’ Kmaq presence disappears

No records exists as to when and how. Thought to be as result of
disease and conflict with English. By 1800, population of Mi" Kmag
very small in Pockwock area.




Pockwock Area recognized for its forests

British interested in timber in the area / Lands
at petition for




1823 - First Mill is built on Pockwock
Lake

4 business partners Jacob Shaffer, William Lunn, John Wright and Phillip
Leighteizer petitioned and were granted for lands around Pockwock Lake to build
a sawmill
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1823 - First Mill is built on Pockwock
Lake

They built their mill at the foot of Pockwock Lake, along the river that ran from Big
Pockwock to Little Pockwock Lake.




1800’s - Pockwock Area Established as
Forestry Center




1800's - Pockwock Area Established
as Forestry Center

Logs were cut along the shores of the lake and floated to the mill
during the spring and summer seasons to be sawed into lumber.




1800’s - Road is established to
Pockwock Lake

At some point in later 1800’s a road is built to Pockwock Lake from
Kemptown Corner
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1800’s - The Hays Era

1830’s - Original Mill on Pockwock Lake moved to Wright’s Lake

Soon after Wesley Hays buys former mill property and establishes a large mill at
the foot of Pockwock Lake.




1800’s - The Hays Era

The Hays Family establishes the mill on Pockwock Lake as the largest
commercial operation in Hammonds Plains area.




1800's - The Hays Era

The Hays family builds a residence beside the mill, establishing the community
known as Pockwock.




1889 - Hays sells to Haverstock/Moran
Families

The Hays Mill is split into two operations.




The Moran Presence

Lindsay and Eliza Moren move into Hays
residence. Small village is established, including a
school. Lindsay becomes leading HP figure,
including local councillor




The Haverstock Presence

Haverstock Family headed by Henry Haverstock & Sons
(Henry, Edwin, Ronzo) forms a generational foresty
dynasty at Pockwock Lake (lasting 80+ years




Logging at Pockwock Lake

Trees were cut in the woods Logs put in a log boom -
around the lake in winter Floated to mill in spring




Logging at Pockwock Lake

Logs get turned into lumber at
sawmill

Logs taken from lake to sawmill




Lumber Camps at Pockwock Lake

Animals Cook House




The Lumber Mills

Located at head of lake - near river




Pockwock Lake Recreational Playground

Fishing - Trout Abounds




Pockwock Lake as a Recreational
Playground

Boating




Pockwock Lake as a Recreational
Playground

Swimming




Pockwock Lake as a Recreational
Playground

Cottages




Pockwock Lake - A Victoria Day
Tradition
A holiday of fishing, boating, picnics




Pockwock Lake — Winter Fun
Car driving over the ice




Pockwock Lake - Dams

Dams have been created at head of
lake to regulate water flow.



Pockwock Lake - Boat Launch

Boat Launch & Parking Lot to allow easy
access for boating put in - 1900’s




Pockwock Lake Tragedies
1912 Mill Accident

1955 Drowning

HAULED TO SAFETY—Quick action on the part of 21-year-old Garvie Ivan Romans (right) I
. of Hammond’s Plains, was credited with saving the lives of his father, Garvie Oscar
Romans (centre), and his uncle, Wesley Romans (lefi). He doffed his jacket and shirt, |
knotted them together, and pulled them to safety after they had plunged through the ice

into the v{aters of Big Pnc}(wnck Lake. Drowned were the hero's brother, Perry John

Drowned

n Lake

ce Gives Way Under Slelgh‘
At Pockwock Lake; Two
- Others Rescued

Two men' were drowned
and two others were rescued
by the fast thinking and
quick . action of the fifth

J

sled laden with groceries
plunged through the ice of
Big Pockwock Lake near
/Hammond’s Plamsyesterday
‘|afternoon.

Dead are:

Perry John Romans, 18, of |
Hammond’s Plains.

Carl Smith, 29, also of
Hammond's Plains.

member of the party when/ |
four men and a 200-pound|:
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‘Traglc ‘Death of Six ?Year Oid

Lad While Playmg.

While playing in Haversiock’s
Mill at Pockwock, where his father
was working, on Satuprday, February
14th, Nelson, the six-year-old child

| of Thomas Smith, was instantly
| kilied, by coming in contact with a

reyolfvmg wlteel jointer.  Nelson
was a bright’ and lovable child, and |

{ much sympathy is expressed for his

bereaved parents in their afftiction.
leaves to mourn their loss, six
ners and three pisters, besides |
her  and mother.  The ‘funeral
eld from his parent’s resid-
Pockwock, on Sunday, inter-,

H. gﬂa,;'l,_ ins




Pockwock Lake - Halifax Water Supply

After WWZ2 discussions started about replacing the
outdated Halifax Chain Lake Water Supply System.




Pockwock Lake - Halifax Water Supply

By 1960’s discussions and negotiations by Halifax City
Staff became serious. Due to it’s large supply and
relative isolation, Pockwock Lake was identified has the
preferred lake.




Pockwock Lake - Halifax Water Supply

1970’s - Decision made to put new water system at Pockwock
Lake. Lands are expropriated . Homes, cottages and last mill

operation are removed.

JUNE 28, 1973
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Oitawa funding $35-40 million

alifax gets ‘go
for Pockwock plan

By PETER MEERBURG
Ottawa Corfespondent

OTTAWA  (Copyright)
Construction will begin late
this summer on Halifax's
long-awaited Pockwock water
supply system, with Ottawa
putting up the entire $35-40
million in the form of grants
and long-term loans.

The first phase, to cost
between §7 million and $9
million, will be completed in
24 months, and the whole
system is to be operational
by 1978 or 1980.

The federal government will
make a public announcement
of its aid plan in three or
Tour weeks.

Ottawa’s decision .to
parucnpah heavily in finan-
cing the scheme underscores
the federa! attitude towards

Halifax-Dartmouth as the ma-
jor metropolitan area of the
Atlantic Proyinces,

The twin cities and
Canso Strait industrial r
are the two so-called gro
centres in Nova
designated  for
assistance through the depart-
ment of regional economic ex-
pansion (DREE).

A federal source said this
week that the government
regards Halifax-Dartmouth as
the major cosmopolitan area
of the eastern region,

“It has all the things that
one normally attributes to a
large metropolitan area in
North America,'' and
therefore justified substantial
investment by the national
government in developing in-
frastructure works.

Halifax desperately
an alternate sourc

imum c:
(Million

Halifax has consistently
repeated that its own financial
resources are insufficient to
swing a deal as big as
Pockwock.

Concurrently, the province
has argued that its money
doesn't grow on trees either.

The federal government's
recognition of Hallfax-
Dartmouth as an area worth
putting money into, will help
answer the cries of both local
governments.

While exact details are not
known, it is expected that Ot-
tawa will put up 50 per cent
of the Pockwock development

Smdles'h_v the Metropolitan
Area Planning Commission

of the prcscnl water:

P ac
expected to have
bout 30 MGD.

ieral gove

See HALIFAX

ndicate that by
00, Pockwock qu oe
23 )

3D to Halifax

rnment en-
vock as not only

the key source of water for

age 10

Hullfux gets qo

Continued from page
Halifax, but as part
metropol P s

Ottawa i like to
some form of metropol
a in future to admir

Pockwock

Federal officials predict
that Lake Major could
become  insufficient
Dartmouth’s

DREE
been
that

for water

the Bedford-Sack:
the Halifa

Cole Har bu'




Pockwock Lake - Halifax Water Supply

« 1973 - Construction is started for new water treatment plants.




Pockwock Lake - Halifax Water Supply

« Excess to the lake for the general public was no longer
permitted, ending the era of commercial and recreational
dreams for generations of Hammonds Plains residents.



Pockwock Lake - Halifax Water Supply

1977 - The J. Douglas Kline Water Supply Plant opened using a
direct dual media filtration.

HikiHH

Pockwoek (1L.D. Kline) Waler Supply PL




Pockwock Lake - Halifax Water Supply

Since 1977 upgrades have been made to Pockwock Water
Treatment System. Pockwock Lake is protected either as watershed
or wilderness area.




Pockwock Lake — The Future

What happens to Pockwock Lake after Halifax Water leaves?
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